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What aspects of this project do you find most exciting? {#open201700145-sec-0001}
=======================================================

![](OPEN-6-609-g002.jpg "image")The most exciting aspect of this work is to provide a new synthetic route towards benzoxazinones, which may be applied in, for example, small‐scale drug discovery. The fact that the synthesis works under CO atmospheres generated by a multitude of CO sources, and even at atmospheric pressure, is a reason why we believe this synthetic strategy will be highly attractive for synthetic and medicinal chemists.

What was the biggest surprise (on the way to the results presented in this paper)? {#open201700145-sec-0002}
==================================================================================

The biggest surprise was how difficult it proved to be to isolate the protected intermediate in order to clarify the reaction mechanism. We anticipated that the phenol would be readily protected, by silyl ethers or benzyl, for example, and then stable in the carbonylation. However, it took several attempts with different protective groups before the *O*‐protected *N*‐cyanobenzamide intermediate could be isolated, characterized, and subsequently deprotected to complete the cyclisation process.

Is your current research mainly curiosity driven (fundamental) or rather applied? {#open201700145-sec-0003}
=================================================================================

The work described in this paper is purely driven by curiosity, and currently we are not working on any applications for benzoxazinones. However, much of the research we are conducting is applied towards finding novel antibacterial agents and developing new ^11^C‐labelled PET tracers. ![](OPEN-6-609-g001.jpg "image")
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